Psychiatric outcome of localized head injury in children.
Previous studies have shown a high prevalence of psychiatric disturbance in children with brain injury. Studies on localized lesions have suggested that injury to the young organism carries a better prognosis for recovery of function than injury at a later age. The present study was designed to investigate these phenomena systematically. A representative sample of children (n = 98) who had been hospitalized for treatment of a compound depressed fracture, associated with a dural tear and visible damage to the underlying cortex, was identified from the records of neurosurgical units throughout the United Kingdom. The children were aged between 3 months and 12 years at the time of injury and between 5 and 15 years at the time of examination. The interval between injury and examination varied but the sample was designed to include only children who had been injured at least two years before examination. The children were examined neurologically and psychometrically, a detailed account of their current psychiatric state was obtained from one or both parents, and their mental state was assessed in a standard psychiatric examination. Preliminary data are presented which relate psychiatric, educational and intellectual status at the time of examination to site and severity of injury, age at injury, and to a number of psychosocial variables.